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Nationalism and War in the Near East. By a Diplomatist. 
Edited by Lord Courtney of Penwith. Carnegie Endow- 
ment for International Peace. (Oxford: Clarendon Press. 
1915. Pp. xxvi, 428.) 

If the author's personal identity is not disclosed, his exceptional com- 
petency to deal with the subject is evident — his first hand familiarity 
with Balkan geography and racial characteristics, intimate knowledge 
of local and European diplomacy, well grounded historical perspective, 
a detached, impartial point of view, and a vigorous, sometimes collo- 
quially expressive, style which compels attention. No other recent 
book on the Near East approaches this in serious import. 

Written before the outbreak of the present European war, except 
for a few added footnotes and the preface, the author's reflections upon 
the situation left by the Balkan wars are of especial interest in view 
of the event. Of what has turned out to be the three-fold relation of 
that situation to the present war, the fundamental importance of the 
accession of influence to Russia and the Triple Agreement and the block- 
ing of the Teuton advance to the East, is pointed out with the comment 
"It has already been shown that the Slav power may well think that 
the time has come to meet the economic expansion of German national- 
ism in the Near East by war; and it is now suggested that the Tutonic 
Powers may also think that the time has come to reopen by war the 
outlet to the Near East that war has just closed;" the Serbo-Croatian 
situation, which furnished the spark, is alluded to, but lies outside the 
author's survey; while the Macedonian question, which is of course the 
real cause of Bulgarian intervention and thus has again focussed public 
interest on the Balkans, is the central subject of the book. As the 
result of the failure to reach an equitable settlement of this question, 
the author foresaw the likelihood of a Bulgarian offensive alliance with 
Austria or Turkey (p. 354), and peril to Serbia and Greece. The first 
Balkan war, or the " War of Coalition, " was a " perfectly normal develop- 
ment of the nationalistic movement," the "last chapter" (but?) "in the 
volume which is that of the nationality movement of the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries — the history of the epoch of national democ- 
racy" (p. 32). But the second the "War of Partition, " was nursed by 
the uncompromising demands of the military parties, was precipitated 
by a Bulgarian military order unauthorized by the premier, and the 
peace was dictated by purely military considerations, including the, 
to the author, false doctrine of "balance of power." "The result has 
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been an excellent example of the danger of basing such calculations upon 
purely material considerations such as territory and population, and 
ignoring moral forces such as national consciousness and international 
comity" (p. 354). 

The relations to the causes and events of the present war will perhaps 
be the chief interest of the many readers at the present moment. 
But the book is rich in general reflections upon war, its causes justifi- 
able or unjustifiable, its effects good or bad, upon tendencies democratic 
or imperialistic, upon the superiority in ultimate vision of "democratic 
diplomacy" over " Realpolitik, " etc. Whether or not one agrees with 
the conclusions, they are thoughtful and strikingly stated. The indis- 
putable value of the book lies in the penetrating analysis of the specific 
conditions of "nationalism and war in the Near East. " Everyone who 
has ever lived for any length of time in one of the Balkan lands has felt, 
in an almost physical sense, the overpowering dominance of nationalistic 
sentiment raised to the nth power. The author shows in detail that 
nationalism is the one vital factor, absorbing all others, so that, for 
example, the church is no constructive moral force, but only an agency 
of nationalism. "Balkan nationalism is still in active eruption — it is 
hot enough and fluid enough to penetrate any crack and ignite any 
combustible." 

Carl D. Buck. 

Economic Origins of Jeffersonian Democracy. By Charles A. 
Beard. (New York: The Macmillan Company. 1915. Pp. 

ix, 474.) 

This volume, which, the author promises, will be shortly followed 
by another on "Agrarianism and Slavocracy, " is the second of Pro- 
fessor Beard's notable contributions to the fulfilment of the prophecy 
quoted by him in the preface, that "American history will shortly be 
rewritten along economic lines." 

Professor Beard, taking issue with the conclusions of Professors Bas- 
set and Libby, that the period of Washington's administration was a 
"purely transitional era," marked by no great and definite political 
cleavages, finds therein the same great conflict between the rugged debt- 
or yeomanry and the creditor "fiscal view," between agrarianism and 
fluid capital, that dominated the campaign for the ratification of the 
Constitution, and traces it down, translated by the current political 
nomenclature and circumstance, into Federalism versus Republican- 
ism, and, later, into Federalism and Jeffersonian Democracy. 



